
My name is Jackie Windh, and I am one of the contributors to the book: First Nations of the Pacific Northwest: Change and Tradition.

This book was published in Germany.  It is actually the museum catalogue for an exhibit that was on display at the Westfalian Museum of Natural History in Muenster, for 13 months over 2005 - 2006.  The book and the exhibition were both put together by the museum’s director, Dr. Alfred Hendricks.

My friend, Joe Martin, was commissioned to carve a dugout canoe, a totem pole, and two house posts for the exhibit, and his sister Mary did some cedar bark weavings for it too.  I did the colour photos for the main part of the book, as well as a project about residential schools - a series of 16 interviews and portraits of residential school survivors.  

This book has never been available in Canada - that’s why I have decided to import it myself.  I think it’s really important for all Canadians to know what happened - and especially to hear the stories that these residential school survivors have to tell, because these things have not been talked about much in our country.  Hopefully this will help all Canadians to know what actually happened, and to understand why there continue to be social issues in many native communities today.

Here’s Joe...

